
 

Dear Ramona Elementary Families: 

 We have now reached the end of the second trimester. I am very pleased to 
share that our scholars have worked hard this year as they meet and exceed the rigor of 
the California State Standards. I see evidence of critical thinking and collaborative 
conversations as I walk through the classrooms at Ramona. The second trimester report 
card will go home on March 9th.  Please take time to discuss the report card with your 
child.  Begin by discussing the positives and how your child can build on these strengths. 
It is equally important to talk openly and honestly about possible concerns and 
formulate goals for the final trimester of this school year. It will go fast so let’s make 
every minute count! 

 Ramona teachers took part in a very important professional development 
opportunity this month. One third of our teachers spent the day walking through 
Ramona classrooms to observe their colleagues and our scholars at work.  After the 
walkthroughs, the team took the afternoon to debrief and discuss what they observed. 
They highlighted our strengths, monitored progress towards our site goals, and 
established next steps in instruction to help us achieve our mission of helping all 
students meet and exceed standards. Finally, the team met with the staff to discuss their 
findings. This professional development takes place three times a year so that every 
teacher has the opportunity to observe and give feedback.  

 Our Reading and Writing parent workshop was a huge success and we had 
excellent attendance at this informative session. Ms. Thomas  and Mrs. Bletterman 
shared a variety of strategies and resources to use at home on the digital platform for 
our reading series. The feedback was very positive and the parents who attended asked 
for more workshops like this. We are happy to oblige so watch this space for further 
information. Our next workshop on math strategies will be in April! 

This month is all about the joy of reading, as we will celebrate Read Across 

America on March 2nd.  Guest readers will be visiting Ramona to read to our students 

and talk about why reading is important to them. Our sixth graders will attend outdoor 

science camp this month. They will leave on Monday, March 26th and they are very 

excited to travel to Thousand Pines Camp and extend their understanding of the science 

standards in this beautiful and engaging setting.   

As I reflect on this past month, I realize that we are a community of  learners at 

Ramona. When our students, teachers, and family members grow and learn together, it 

benefits our scholars and shows the world our Gold Ribbon pride! We are looking 

forward to the month ahead at Ramona and the exciting learning opportunities in store 

for our scholars as we enter the third trimester. Thank you for your continued support! 

Go Rams! 

Dr. Reyes, Principal 

MARCH 2018 

 
 
3/12   PTA Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
3/14  ELAC Meeting in Room 2 at  
         8:45 a.m. 
 
3/15   Awards Assemblies 
 
3/20   Spring Pictures 
 
3/21   Parent Night at BMS for 6th  
           Grade students 
 
3/22   6th Graders visit BMS 
 
3/22   Band Concert at 6:30 p.m. at 
           The Civic Center    
            

Our Vision is to build lifelong learners who are equipped with the skills and 
perseverance to excel in the 21st Century.                                                                                                                                                                      
Our Mission                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ramona Elementary is dedicated to challenging and supporting all scholars in 
making growth toward their goals through collaboration and critical thinking. 
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Ramona Elementary School 
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Principal: Dra. Deirdre Reyes 

IMPORTANT DATES                                              

Ramona Review 



 
We are beginning our second round of Instructional Assessment Blocks (IAB’s) this week.  These IAB’s help students prepare for SBAC 
testing in the spring.  Students in grades 3 – 6 will take one IAB in English Language Arts and one in math.  These assessments give    
students practice with the online test format that is used during SBAC testing.  They also allow teachers to have some insight into how 
well students understand grade level standards.  Please make sure that your child is at school every day on time.  These assessments are 
an important piece of information for teachers and vital practice for your child.  In the spring, students in third through sixth grade will 
be taking the end of year assessment in ELA and math. You and your child have the opportunity to visit the testing website and practice 
with sample questions.  Simply follow the steps outlined on this page. 

This is only a sample test so there are only a few questions and no answers will be provided.  The purpose is to help your child become 
more familiar with the format of the online assessment, and practice some skills they may not be as familiar with such as multiple answer 
options, drag and drop, graphing, etc.  It will also provide you with valuable insight into how our students are learning and testing as 21st 
Century learners. 

 

ASSESSMENTS AT RAMONA 

 
 
Please sign and return this portion of the page indicating that a parent or guardian has read the newsletter for the month of 
March. There will be a drawing each month for a special prize. 

 
I read the March 2018 school newsletter. 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________ 
 

Student’s name: ___________________________ Room: _______________   

 

Attendance Matters 

One important way to help your child to succeed in school is to 
ensure he/she is at school every day. School success goes hand in 
hand with good attendance. Starting in kindergarten, excessive 
absences can cause children to fall behind in school.  Missing 10 
percent can make it harder for students to learn to read.  Attending 
school regularly helps children feel better about school and 
themselves. Every day is important.  Here are some tips for success: 

Set a regular bed time and morning routine.  

Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.  

Don’t let your child stay home unless he/she is truly sick. Keep in 

mind complaints of a stomachache or headache can be a sign of 

anxiety and not a reason to stay home. 

 If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to our 

teachers, school counselor, or other parents for advice on how to 

make him/her feel comfortable and excited about learning.  

Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up.  

Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in 

session. 

 

Cut along this line and return 

 

 

Directions for SBAC Practice and 
Training Tests 

 Log on to  

http://caaspp.org 

Click on the “Practice and          
Training Test” tab 

Click on the “Student 
Interface Practice and 
Training Tests” tab 

The following pages will 
pop up: 

Please sign in 

Click on the sign in    
button. You are a guest 
and all boxes should  
already say guest, do not 
change them. 

Is this you? 

Click on the appropriate 
grade level. If your child is 
in K-2, they are not tested 
but feel free to try out the 
3rd grade test. 

Your Tests 

Pick any test 

Choose Setting 

Do not change the  
settings, go directly to 
select. 

Is this your test? 

Yes, start my test. 

Do a quick sound 
check. 

Test Instructions 
and Help 

Begin Test Now 

 



Teamwork keeps our 

kids safe! 

 

 Thank you for working with us to ensure that our children are safe! 

Pick-up and drop-off at school runs smoothly and safely when we 

 all work together. 

Please follow these guidelines to keep everyone safe. 

  1.  Please do not park and leave your car in the drive-thru. 

  2. When dropping off or picking up students, stay in your car and 
pull all the way forward when space is available. This will allow 
for more parents to access the drive-thru and speed up the 
process. 

  3. Please do not use the outside lane for picking up or dropping off 
students because it is dangerous for students to walk in between 
cars.   

4. Parents, please do not jay walk across Laurel. This is not a safe 
practice. Please use the cross walk. 

 

When we all work together using the drive-thru appropriately, the 
process is efficient and safe. 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendar 

Spring Pictures 

Come to school with a happy 
smile on Friday, March 20th as we 

will be taking spring pictures! 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PTA PRESIDENT 
Hello Ramona Families, 

I am excited to announce that we will be having a Sees Candy fundraiser starting on March 5th. Look out for the catalog 

filled with delicious chocolate goodies in your child’s backpack that day. The sale will run for two weeks and the orders 

will be delivered before we leave for Spring Break.  Another exciting event will take place on March 5th. The Ramona 

PTA Snack Shack will be opening after school for 15 minutes. We will be selling goodies and snacks that meet the    

wellness guidelines. The store will be in front of the school and will be open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays!  

I want to thank those of you who turned in nominations for the PTA Honorary Service Awards last month. We will be 
honoring four very worthy members of our community. Their names will be announced at Flag Salute this month.    
Finally, we will be having a PTA association meeting this month to approve the slate of board members for the 2018-
2019 school year. All members of the Ramona PTA will be invited to attend this important meeting. We hope to see 
you there if you are a PTA member. As always, thank you for your support of the Ramona PTA! 

Angela Washington, PTA President 

Important School Information 

The School Accountability Report 
Card (SARC) is an informative   
document that highlights               
information about Ramona in the 
areas of school conditions,           
outcomes, and engagement. The 
SARC for Ramona can be found on 
the BUSD website. There is also a 
hard copy available in the office 
should you wish to view it. 



We are a Community of Learners 

Somos una comunidad de aprendices                                                  
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de familia 


